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Why do I need an International Driver’s Permit if |
travel outside Germany? by Joerg Moddelmog

In March 1998, USAREUR
stopped issuing POV li-
censes. The “U.S. Forces
Certificate of License,”
often incorrectly still re-
ferred to as the
“USAREUR Drivers Li-
cense,” is NOT a driver’s

license but merely a certifi-
cate confirming that the
holder is in possession of a
valid stateside license (Art.

9 SA).

Since the Supplementary
Agreement (SA) to the
Status of Forces Agreement
(SOFA) is only a treaty
binding Germany and the
respective NATO SOFA
Member State, that docu-
ment is only valid in Ger-
many. Most other Euro-
pean Countries, to include
other NATO Member
States, require an Interna-
tional Driving License to be

legal to drive.

Austria and France in par-

Advance Medical Directives, by Jim Wiley

One of the most fright-
ening things that can occur in
life is a loss of control due to
health issues. Your legal as-
sistance office offers planning
that helps ensure your wishes
regarding health care will be
followed in most situations
when you no longer can de-
cide for yourself.

Creating documents re-
ferred to as advance medical
directives and health care

PO\’\"CI‘S Of attOI']']C)’ is now a

ticular are strictly enforc-
ing that requirement and
are ticketing SOFA per-
sonal and their dependents
who don’t have an interna-
tional driver’s license.
Note, even the Interna-
tional Driver’s License is
not a license but merely a
permit, requiring an actual
State Driver’s License on

which it will be based.

Obtaining an International
Driver’s Permit (IDP) is a
two-step process. First,
stop by the Driver Testing
Office on Daenner Kaserne
(Bldg. 3107, 2 floor) or
Ramstein Air Base (Bldg.
2106, Room 206). They
will check your license in
the USAREUR database
and stamp a confirmation
form, available either at
their offices or your Legal
Assistance Office.

The stamped form must

then be taken within one

routine part of estate plan-
ning. At the same time you
and your lawyer prepare a
will to take care of your prop-
erty, you can execute an ad-
vance medical directive and a
health care power of attorney
that direct how you want to
be cared for when you no
longer can decide for your-
self.

In the absence of docu-
ments expressing your wishes
regarding your health care,

week to the German
Driver’s License Office of
the county or city where
you live along with a pass-
port size photo and
(currently) €15.30. If the
German Driver’s License
Office refuses to process
your application, you can
always obtain an Interna-
tional Driver’s License
through your local Ameri-
can Automobile Associa-
tion (AAA) office back
home in the States.

Finally, the latest version of
Army in Europe Regulation
(AER) 27-9, dealing with
Misconduct by Civilians,
was issued on 18 April
2006. It confirms the strict
sanctions of its previous
version with respect to
many vehicle-related inci-
dents, e.g., DUIs.

If you have further questions, you can
pick up a detailed handout at your
Legal Assistance Office or make an

appointment by calling DSN 483-8848
or Civilian 0631-411-8848.

many states do not allow any-
one, not even your spouse, to
make any kind of health deci-
sions on your behalf. The only
option left to them would be
to attempt to file a court peti-
tion. These types of hearings
can be expensive and emotion-
ally draining. The best way to
avoid this is to take advantage
of the free legal assistance ser-
vices available to you and gen-
erate an advance medical dircc-
tive and health care power of
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Business came to a screeching
|

halr at the Kaiserslautern
Legal Services Center on
Thursday, 13 July, when Cher
showed up to visit Soldiers at
the 21st TSC Medical Tran-
sient Company, which occu-
pies the two floors above the
Legal Services Center. We've
never seen our client waiting
room empty out so fast! Eve-
ryone wanted to have their
picture taken with a living
legend. Cher is pictured here
with one of her biggest fans,
21st TSC Legaf Administra-
tor CW3 Marybeth Fangman.

These handouts are available at the
Legal Assistance Office front desk:

Banks & Bills

Drrinking & Driving Rules in Germany

lllegitimate Paternity Rules in Germany
- Powers of Attomney

Service of Process from the USA to
Germany

German Landlord-Tenant Law

- Plus many others...
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Most states have common
requirements for these direc-
tives to be valid. First, they
must be in writing and be nota-
rized. Second, the directive is
only valid if you are compe-
tent. State laws about how
these documents must be wit-
nessed vary greatly. As such, it
is always a good idea to get
your lawyer’s help to assure
these directives meet the re-
qu.ircmcnts of your state.



